chapters on the mucolipidoses, the lacticacidaemias and inborn errors of urea synthesis are followed by a detailed account of phenylketonuria and related abnormalities of phenylalanine metabolism. Chapters on hyperlipidaemias, general concepts of placental transfer, maternal aminoacidopathies and the androgen-response system complete the book. I found the chapter by H L Levy on the fetal effects of maternal phenylketonuria and other aminoacidopathies and the one by P H Byers and J F Bonadio on the molecular basis of clinical heterogeneity in osteogenesis imperfecta the most interesting. I would single out the chapter by T E Stacey on placental transfer mechanisms and maternal and fetal homeostasis as the most lucidly written, and the two genetic chapters as the least easy to follow. The price is excessive. The first observations on an interferon showed that chick interferon was induced by inactivated virus and that the molecule in turn rendered cells resistant to virus infection. It is now clear that there are many different interferons of which many have been cloned and the DNA sequenced. They are concerned with a wide range of biological phenomena including immune responses, cell growth and differentiation and inflammation as well as resistance to virus infections and a lot is now known of their effects on cell biochemistry. They have also been used to prevent or treat virus infections and to treat malignant disease. Furthermore, knowledge is advancing rapidly and it is quite impossible for an individual to keep abreast of all relevant publications, especially in the biological field. There is therefore a need for authoritative, concise reviews summarizing the present state of our knowledge and understanding. A number have been published of which this book is the latest. The book is quite readable and accessible to the nonspecialist, and is not too long. The chapter references open the way to the original papers and further, more detailed, reading. D A J TYRRELL
Director, M R C Common Cold Unit
Harvard Hospital, Wilts
The Prostate J P Blandy & B Lytton (eds) pp 234 £40 ISBN 0--407-{)2359-3 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 This is an excellent review of the organ which still, to this day, has almost completely defeated the physiologist. Professor Blandy has addressed himself to the problems of 'when should we operate' and 'how much should we remove'. He also brings together the different views of the management of carcinoma of the prostate and, in particular, the divergence of opinion on the two sides of the Atlantic regarding the need for radical surgery. Professor Blandy has not allowed his own personal views to influence the freedom of the authors to present both sides of this diverse argument. He suggests that urodynamics made us aware of the probable failure if we operated on the prostatic 'gentleman' whose symptoms were only frequency, but we should not forget that this advice was given Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 80 April1987 263 long before urodynamics became fashionable. We must admit that urodynamics only proved what we already knew to be a clinical fact and added to the strength of our conviction not to operate on men for frequency alone.
Under the heading 'Preservation of Continence', it is surprising to read that anyone of our generation was taught that the puborectalis muscle or the compressor urethrae muscle had any direct control on the lumen of the urethra except perhaps as an inaccurate footnote in Gray's Anatomy, but it is very refreshing to read and we must applaud Professor Blandy for courage in debunking the term 'dyssynergia' as 'dog Greek' for an expression to cover our scientific and clinical ignorance.
Transurethral resection is discussed only briefly as the technique of this procedure has been described in detail in so many other books including one by Professor Blandy himself. It is sad to see that hypotensive anaesthesia has been condemned outright. Admittedly this requires experience in the necessary anaesthetic skills and a surgical awareness of the location of the vessels which may not be bleeding briskly at the time. Nevertheless with a combination of anaesthetic and surgical teamwork the reduction in blood loss can be sufficiently significant to warrant more than just a perfunctory dismissal in the text.
There is a very full outline of all the relevant research into the aetiology and clinical management of both benign prostatic hypertrophy and carcinoma of the prostate. There is also a valiant attempt to clarify the vexed problem of chronic prostatitis.
This book is well laid out and easy to read presenting a comprehensive bibliography. The text has been carefully edited with the exception of a few cross references which still appear as 'page 000', which should have been completed by the publishers. This very excellent book will be a valuable source of information and references for both consultants and senior registrars in urology, though the price at £40 may result in most readers borrowing the book from the library rather than adding it to their personal bookshelf. J P MITCHELL Honorary Professor of Surgery (Urology) (Retired) University of Bristol Double Contrast Radiology of the Oesophagus G Rossetti (ed) pp 154 ISBN 88-299-0144-X Italy: Piccin Nuova Libraria 1985 This is an atlas of double contrast films of the oesophagus. The oesophagus is rendered hypotonic and then distended with air while the patientswallows high density barium. The author's technique is an interesting one and the films produced are of high technical quality. Production of routine double contrast films undoubtedly allows demonstration of small lesions that might otherwise be missed and this particularly applies to mucosal detail. The section on oesophagitis is of great interest, and one of the illustrations of herpetic oesophagitis is accompanied by a demonstration ofthe histology. Double contrast technique is an important advance in radiology, and this volume will emphasize the necessity for using it in the examination of the gullet, and it is difficult to find much to criticize. The reader should not forget that there are some situations in which function and motility may be more important and then double contrast may not be necessary. There are a number of explanatory line drawings and these would perhaps be more helpful if they were correlated more closely with the excellent radiographs. A few of the illustrations are rather dark. In the demonstration of varices relaxation of the oesophagus is important but over distension may actually make varices less obvious. This is a useful book which is recommended to consultant radiologists as an indication of the high standard that may be obtained, as well as to trainees. There is a useful list of references.
F J BRUNTON

Consultant Radiologist Southampton General Hospital
Epilepsy and the Law -a Medical Symposium on the Current Law P & E Fenwick (eds) pp 88 £9 ISBN o-l~922022-{) London: RSM Services 1985 This conference attracted representatives from all the agencies concerned for the person with continuing epilepsy and his place in society. The main topic was not about safety in road transport and its regulations, which is usual, but about the fundamental problems of the application of common law to these poor people; and sad reading it makes indeed, with the law tying itself into semantic knots.
It all involves the meaning of one word, sane, and its derivative, insane. Our courts must interpret and apply the law, which is mainly case law, as it stands. An Act of Parliament would be needed to change itso said lawyers, laymen and psychiatrists; and all supported the motion.
A man was violent to a good friend in the confusion and amnesia of an epileptic fugue. He was either sane and guilty or the negation of both. He must plead not guilty and accept the risk and consequences of being insane, much as the judge knows that that is unreasonable, just to escape the penal consequences of being guilty; this is just because of semantic difficulties and the ignorance of most courts of the medical issues, despite their sympathy with the procedural consequences.
If in this fugue the mind has ceased to be, the body takes over, to the regret of the returned mind. We have 'sane' and 'insane'. The law needs a third word for the absent-mind: un sane. Of course not. It is unfortunate that jurists and doctors have the same language with some words which have different meanings to them. The debate was valuable; one in the Commons would be invaluable, but numerically its need is small.
It was, you can guess, a most lively, literate and articulate symposium.
DENIS WILLIAMS
Honorary Consulting Neurological Physician, St George's Hospital, London
Textbook ofGenlto-Urinary Surgery H N Whitfield & W F Hendry (ed) pp 1396 £125 ISBN 0-443-02657 2 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1985 This book, spread over two volumes, has a layout which, the editors suggest, gives it particular clinical relevance. This may be so, but the reader will have to search through two or three chapters to glean all the information he requires on some subjects, making the index, happily a good one, essential for finding one's way around the text.
Section 1on investigations opens with a chapter on urodynamics. It lacks the complicated analyses so beloved of urodynamicists and is readable and convincing. An excellent chapter on CT scanning has well-chosen CT scans beautifully reproduced, and a chapter on ultrasound in urology is followed by one on radionuclide studies. The algebraeic equations found in profusion at the beginning of this chapter may induce a sense of apathy, but the subtleties of isotope assessment of the urinary tract are well explored.
Sections that follow cover the entire field of urology. There are occasional innovative approaches for a urology textbook, such as the welcome distinction between the problems ofvesicoureteric reflux in children and the same condition in adults, with a separate chapter for each. An up-to-date view is given of urological neoplasia, although the emphasis in places reflects particular interests of individual writers, not necessarily common urological practice. The book suffers in some sections from 'medical journalese' with lengthy descriptions of 'my series' and 'our experience of 15 cases'. This style makes for tedious reading, and it is not in the end always possible to discern what the author prefers or recommends. The final section on surgical techniques contains superb line drawings, and an accompanying text which is precise.
The chosen layout means that there are some confusing aspects -renal transplant surgery appears in the chapter on ureteric surgery. Without recourse to the index the reader might miss it altogether. This highlights my principle reservation about the textbook: has the unusual layout worked for the reader? The frontiers of our knowledge of the pathogenesis and treatment of malignant disease in childhood are seen nowhere to more effect than in neuroblastoma. Advances have occurred in our understanding of the biology of this tumour, new cell markers have been identified, and intensified treatment schedules are being assessed.
This progress is detailed in the proceedings of the Third Symposium on Advances in Neuroblastoma held in Philadelphia in May 1984. The papers presented are collected into a number of sections, each followed by a resume of the discussion which took place. The initial sections deal with cell differentiation, oncogenic expression and cytogenetics. The oncogenes associated with neuroblastoma are described, together with the observation that N-myc amplification is associated with stage and prognosis. There follow papers describing the expression of gene products and the value of tumour markers. The final papers describe the detection and removal of tumour cells from the bone marrow and new forms of therapy. The use of monoclonal antibodies to clear the marrow of tumour cells and the subsequent use of autologous bone marrow transplant are detailed, and a number of new intensive chemotherapy regimens are described.
This volume' covers the field of research into neuroblastoma in a comprehensive manner. It would be of value to all concerned in the investigation and management ofthis difficult tumour. J MARTIN Consultant Paediatrician/Oncologist Alder Hey Children's Hospital, Liverpool
